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Departmental Awards

The Marston Anderson Prize is awarded on an 
occasional basis to truly outstanding disserta-
tions in the field of East Asian Languages and 
Literatures in memory of Professor Anderson 
for his contribution to the intellectual and 
pedagogical mission of the department.

riley parker soles
East Asian Languages and Literatures

“The Ecstasy of the Text”

This dissertation explores the ontology of the 
literary text by looking at a variety of works 
from both Western and East Asian traditions of 
philosophy, literature, and religion. Soles argues 
that “the ecstatic text posits its true ‘self ’ as al-
ways existing outside the bounds of its materially 
inscribed form. The true text is not the one you 
hold in your hands, or the one that stops at the 
final period, but rather a larger, unbounded text 
towards which the present inscription gestures in 
a variety of ways.”

The Henry Prentiss Becton Prize for excep-
tional achievement in research is awarded 
to a graduate student within the Council of 
Engineering.

chanhee boo
Chemical & Environmental Engineering

Chanhee’s work focuses on fabrication of mem-
branes with special properties for unique aque-
ous separation processes and understanding the 
underlying mechanisms for their performance.

xiang guo
Electrical Engineering

Xiang’s Ph.D. work is comprised of a series of 
discoveries in the study of nonlinear phenomena 
in Aluminum nitrixt (AIN) microresonators.

The Frederick W. Beinecke Prize is awarded 
upon the recommendation of the History 
Department for an outstanding doctoral  
dissertation in the field of Western American 
History.

alice baumgartner
History

“Abolition from the South: Mexico and the 
Road to the U.S. Civil War, 1821–1867”

Exhaustively researched and beautifully written, 
this groundbreaking dissertation tells the story of 
fugitive slaves who escaped to Mexico. In doing 
so, Baumgartner retells the story of the abolition 
of slavery in Mexico and the United States.

The Frances Blanshard Fellowship Fund Prize  
is awarded annually for the outstanding  
doctoral dissertations submitted to the  
History of Art Department.

julia lum
History of Art

“Art at the Meeting Places of Britain and 
Oceania, 1778–1848”

Julia Lum’s pathbreaking dissertation examines 
a formative but neglected historical moment in 
the contact between the British Empire and the 
lands and peoples of the Pacific. It argues that 
British landscape aesthetics were transformed 
by engagement with terrain shaped and marked 
by the activities of Indigenous peoples. Moving 
from the “South Seas” Room at the British Mu-
seum through to Tahiti, Aotearoa New Zealand, 
and finally Van Diemen’s Land/Tasmania, the 
dissertation assembles case studies that amount 
to a new history of European art’s engagement 
with Indigenous civilization in the Pacific. A 
pioneering essay in global art history, it reshapes 
our understanding of landscape aesthetics at a 
key moment in the emergence of modernity.

Graduate School Student Prizes



The Harding Bliss Prize for Excellence in Engi-
neering and Applied Science is awarded annually 
to the outstanding student who has completed his 
or her Ph.D. thesis during the current academic 
year and who has done the most to further the 
intellectual life of the department.

amanda pellowe
Biomedical Engineering

“Pericytes as Regulators and Responders: 
Engineered Human Microvessels to Study 
Cell-Cell and Cell-Matrix Signaling in 
Inflammation”

Amanda’s research focuses on the development  
of a composite microvascular structure for  
investigation of Leukocyte exit from the blood 
vessel into the extravascular tissue.

The Sylvia Ardyn Boone Prize is awarded 
annually in memory of Sylvia Boone, a noted 
scholar of African art, who was the first 
tenured African-American woman on the  
Yale faculty. In her memory, Vera Wells,  
Yale ’71, has established a prize to honor 
Sylvia Boone’s life and work.

wendell nii laryea adjetey
History, African American Studies

“From the North Star to the Black Star: 
African North Americans and the Search 
for a Land of Promise, 1919–1984”

This dissertation uncovers a robust cross-border 
African-descended community in the northern 
U.S. and southern Canada in the mid-twentieth 
century, a formation whose politics, ideas, and 
aspirations were shaped by the contingencies of 
migration (both northward and southward), 
and by the distinctive political traditions of the 
U.S. and Commonwealth contexts. This com-
pelling social and political portrait is a major 
contribution to the rich scholarship on  
the African Diaspora.

tina post
African American Studies, American Studies

“Deadpan Aesthetics in Black Expressive 
Culture”

In Deadpan Aesthetics in Black Expressive 
Culture, Tina Post probes multiple media—fine 
art, performance art, photography, film, and 
theater—to discover and interpret representa-
tions of expressionless, inscrutability, and other 
tangible forms of “affective withholding” in 
African-American public behavior and creative 
art-making. Organizing a well-researched array 
of varied materials into a truly compelling thesis, 
she demonstrates the heretofore underestimated 
power of the “black deadpan” in American 
visual culture writ large.

The Dirk Brouwer Memorial Prize was estab-
lished in 1966 by friends of Professor Dirk 
Brouwer, Chairman of the Department of 
Astronomy and Director of the Yale Observa-
tory from 1941 to 1966. It is awarded to a 
student in the department for a contribution 
of unusual merit to any branch of astronomy.

fangzhou jiang
Astronomy

“Characterizing the Substructure of Dark 
Matter Halos”

The Universe is dominated by dark matter, 
which clumps together, due to gravity, to form 
massive dark matter halos. Fangzhou’s thesis has 
used innovative, analytical methods to predict 
the substructure of these halos. His work has 
provided valuable insight that helps astronomers 
in their quest to constrain the nature of dark 
matter, and the detailed processes by which 
galaxies form.



The Canadian Studies Prize was established 
in 1999. It is awarded by the Canadian  
Studies Committee for the best dissertation  
in Canadian Studies.

wendell nii laryea adjetey
History, African American Studies
 “ From the North Star to the Black Star: 

African North Americans and the Search 
for a Land of Promise, 1919–1984”

“From the North Star to the Black Star: African 
North Americans and the Search for a Land 
of Promise, 1919-1984” integrates and juxta-
poses freedom struggles in the United States and 
Canada. It situates fundamental questions of 
twentieth-century U.S. history—racial identity, 
migration, citizenship, civil rights, radicalism, 
surveillance and state power—within a North 
American frame. Illuminating the interna-
tionalism of white supremacy, it explores how 
borderlands peoples understood their subjectivity 
and imagined freedom. Through grassroots ac-
tors, local and state institutions, “From the North 
Star to the Black Star” scrutinizes race-making 
across the U.S.–Canadian border. It examines 
the ways that African descendants used diasporic 
imaginaries and other transnational strategies to 
combat racism, resist nation-state hegemony, and 
assert their citizenship. 

The Anthony DiGuida Delta Mu Research 
Prize was established in memory of a doctoral 
student from the School of Nursing. It is 
given to a graduating student whose love of 
clinical scholarship has resulted in a disserta-
tion that advances nursing knowledge and 
demonstrates creative conceptualization of a 
complex clinical problem, methodologic and 
analytic excellence, and superb writing.

halley ruppel
Nursing

“Customization of Physiologic Monitor 
Alarm Settings in Intensive Care Units”

Alarm fatigue in healthcare settings is caused by 
excessive medical device alarms that are often not 
accurate or clinically relevant. Nurses become 
desensitized to alarm signals or lose trust in 
alarms to signify a serious event, and as a result, 
may delay their response to alarms or ignore them 
altogether. The purpose of this dissertation was 
to explore the process of alarm customization as 
one method for reducing alarm fatigue. Alarm 
customization is the process of tailoring or adjust-
ing alarm settings to reflect the physiologic status 
of individual patients. Results showed that most 
patients’ monitors had at least one alarm custom-
ized, and the most commonly customized alarms 
were high and low heart rate limits, irregular 
heart rate, and atrial fibrillation. Nurses reported 
considerable variability in customization practices, 
influenced by the four themes identified in the 
qualitative arm of the study: the unit alarm cul-
ture and context, nurse attributes, motivation to 
customize, and customization “know-how.”

The George Washington Egleston Historical 
Prize, established in 1901, is awarded annu-
ally to a research student who discovers new 
facts of importance for American history or 
gathers information or reaches conclusions 
which are useful from a historical, literary, 
and critical point of view.

gabriel winant
History

“Crucible of Care: Economic Change  
and Inequality in Postwar Pittsburgh, 
1955–1995”

An original history of the political economy of 
labor and capital in the U.S. in the second half 
of the 20th century, Crucible of Care is a major 
study and one of the finest dissertations produced 
in recent memory.



The English Department Dissertation Prize  
is awarded for the best dissertation in the 
current year.

jason bell
English Language and Literature

“Archiving Displacement in America”

Jason Bell’s Archiving Displacement in America 
reimagines American history and culture, argu-
ing that the displacement of populations has 
been central to the nation’s development. With 
research that is both rigorous and creative, the  
dissertation pieces together the multi-media 
archives that emerged from scenes of relocation 
like the prisoner of war camp, the all-black town, 
and the reservation. The erudition, intelligence, 
and imagination on display in this multidimen-
sional study never flag.

The Estwing Hammer Prize is awarded by 
the Estwing Manufacturing company to 
outstanding geology or geophysics graduate 
students.

sarah arveson
Geology and Geophysics

chhavi jain
Geology and Geophysics

The Excellence in Teaching Prize is given 
in recognition of a student’s outstanding 
contribution to the teaching process at the 
Department of Geology and Geophysics.

duncan keller
Geology and Geophysics

emily stewart
Geology and Geophysics

The Miguel Ferreyros Memorial Award is 
awarded to the joint-degree student in  
Global Affairs with the highest academic 
achievement.

jillian anderson
Global Affairs and Management

The Harry Burr Ferris Prize is awarded to 
a doctoral candidate in Cell Biology for a 
distinguished record of academic accomplish-
ments. A distinguished record is evidenced by 
many of the following criteria: publications, 
a scholarly and well-written dissertation, fel-
lowships and other awards, leadership and 
service activities that benefit the Department 
or the University.

sori jang
Cell Biology

“Membraneless Compartmentation of 
Glycolytic Proteins to Synapses Supports 
Synaptic Function”

SoRi opened a new area of research in the lab in 
examining the cell biology of metabolism. She 
discovered a role for glycolytic proteins in sustain-
ing synaptic function (specifically, synaptic vesicle 
endocytosis) and that glycolytic proteins relocalize 
near synapses in conditions of energy stress. The 
studies help reframe how we think about glyco-
lytic proteins in living cells, and the cell biological 
distribution of metabolic pathways in vivo.

The William Ebenezer Ford Prize was es-
tablished in 1963 by gift from Mary Ford in 
memory of her husband, Professor William E. 
Ford, Ph.B. 1899, Ph.D. 1903. It is awarded to 
students who have distinguished themselves 
in study or research in mineralogy.

duncan keller
Geology and Geophysics

emily stewart
Geology and Geophysics



Why do people punish immorality, even as 
unaffected observers? Dr. Jordan proposes that 
moralistic punishment can serve as a costly signal 
of trustworthiness, and supports this theory with 
evidence that punishers are perceived as, and ac-
tually are, more trustworthy than non-punishers. 
Moreover, she presents evidence that this theory 
can shed light on when and why people experience 
moral outrage and enact punishment—even in 
one-shot, anonymous interactions.

The William J. Horwitz Prize is awarded 
for continuous excellence and distinction in 
a chosen discipline within the field of Near 
Eastern Languages & Civilizations.

geoffrey moseley
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations  
and Classics

“Plato Arabus: On the Arabic Transmission 
of Plato’s Dialogues. Texts and Studies”

In Plato Arabus, Geoffrey Moseley establishes the 
texts in which authentic works of Plato are cited 
in Arabic and identifies their sources. It lays the 
foundation for scholars of Arabic to understand 
what Plato meant, and how his works were 
known and used, in Arabic. In a tour de force of 
text-critical scholarship, it elucidates the role of 
Plato in medieval philosophical traditions.

shiyanthi thavapalan
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations

“The Meaning of Color in Ancient  
Mesopotamia”

Shiyanthi Thavapalan took up the subject 
of words for and concepts of color in ancient 
Mesopotamia. Her pathbreaking work brought 
anthropology, philology, and scientific analysis 
to the task, and has established an entirely new 
understanding of coloration in ancient Mesopo-
tamia, aesthetic, social, economic, and perceptual. 
Thanks to her work, the modern canon that 
ancient Mesopotamian art was colorless stone has 

The Hans Gatzke Prize is awarded upon the 
recommendation of the History Department 
for the outstanding dissertation or disserta-
tions in a field of European history.

john burden
History

“Between Crime and Sin: Penitential Jus-
tice in Medieval Germany, 900–1200”

An important dissertation that looks at new 
sources and is nothing less than a fresh reconsid-
eration of a complex field in legal history. A vital 
contribution.

amy watson
History

“Patriot Empire: The Rise of Party Politics 
in the British Atlantic, 1716–1748”

A remarkably wide ranging, well researched, and 
clearly written dissertation, Patriot Empire is an 
impressive work with a wide range of scholarly 
contributions.

The Award for Academic Excellence in Global 
Affairs is given to the master’s student in 
Global Affairs with the highest academic 
achievement.

ellen chapin
Global Affairs

The James B. Grossman Dissertation Prize was 
established in memory of a doctoral student 
in Psychology. It is given to the author of an 
outstanding Ph.D. dissertation in Psychology, 
with preference for research embodying some 
of the characteristics of James Grossman’s 
scholarship, such as creativity, use of other 
disciplines, and clinical work with children.

jillian jordan 
Psychology

“Moralistic Punishment as a Costly Signal 
of Trustworthiness”



yielded to a bright and powerful palette of colors 
and hues. From there, her research led to the  
production of glass, glazes, and artificial stones, 
as well as the complex documents that recorded  
the techniques of their production. Future  
research on the use and valuation of colors in the 
ancient Near East will proceed from her brilliant 
approach to the problem and her incisive analysis 
of the evidence.

The Mary Ellen Jones (Ph.D. 1951, Biochem-
istry) Prize is awarded to the most distin-
guished dissertation in Molecular Biophysics 
& Biochemistry submitted during the aca-
demic year. Dr. Jones was a leading scientist 
and a pioneer in the advancement of women 
in academia.

erin duffy
Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry

“Measuring Transcriptional Dynamics us-
ing MTS Chemistry”

This dissertation focused on the development of new 
chemical tools to probe how gene expression is regu-
lated in cells via the selective production and degra-
dation of RNA. These tools advanced our under-
standing of dynamic RNA regulation in a variety 
of biological contexts including microRNA stability, 
immune cell maturation, stress hormone signaling, 
and is the first study of its kind in neurons. 

madeline sherlock
Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry

“Revealing Hidden Biology by Identifying 
Ligands for the ykkC Orphan Riboswitches”

This thesis project focused on the discovery and 
experimental analysis of riboswitches, which are a 
type of gene control device made of RNA that are 
commonly found in bacteria. The new riboswitch-
es Madeline discovered and analyzed regulate 
genes involved in removing toxic molecules from 
the cell, responding to nutrient starvation, and 
synthesizing amino acids and nucleotides.

The Annie Le Fellowship is awarded each 
year to one or more Ph.D. students in the 
biological and biomedical sciences whose 
demonstrated commitment to bettering the 
world around them and outstanding record in 
research exemplify the life and career of An-
nie Marie Le, a Yale graduate student between 
2007 and 2009.

robert fernandez
Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry

stephanie noble
Interdepartmental Neuroscience Program

The Elias Loomis Prize is awarded for excel-
lence in studies of physics of the earth. Elias 
Loomis was a professor of natural philosophy 
and astronomy in Yale College.

neala creasy
Geology and Geophysics

jie deng
Geology and Geophysics

The James G. March Award is established in 
2018 by Professor Jim March (Ph.D. ’53). This 
prize is awarded annually, to an outstanding 
dissertation from any field of Political Science.

natalia bueno
Political Science

“The Distributive Politics of Non-State 
Welfare Provision”

NGOs that offer social services are often seen as 
apolitical. Yet non-state providers are an impor-
tant part of the welfare state and receive govern-
ments funds to provide key public goods and 
services. This dissertation lays out a theory that 
demonstrates how and why NGOs function as 
political intermediaries between incumbents who 
fund welfare services and voters who benefit from 
these services.



burgdorferi. By developing new data analysis, ge-
netic, and microscopy techniques, her work dem-
onstrated key features that make this organism 
unique, suggesting the possibility of more targeted 
therapeutics in the future.

elizabeth spriggs
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

“Evolution Across Multiple Scales in North 
American Viburnum”

Elizabeth Spriggs connected patterns of leaf 
variation within individual plants to patterns of 
variation across Viburnum, a plant lineage of 165 
species. Using an exceptional DNA dataset, she 
determined the relationship among the eight spe-
cies of the Viburnum lentago clade, showing that 
these had become adapted to different climate and 
soil types and reproductively isolated by differences 
in flowering time.

rachel zwick
Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology

“Cellular Mechanisms and Functional 
Role of Mammary Adipose Tissue Size 
Dynamics During Lactation Cycles”

The Philip M. Orville Prize was established 
in 1981 in memory of Philip M. Orville. The 
prize is awarded to graduate students in 
geology and geophysics in recognition of 
outstanding research and scholarship in the 
earth sciences.

devon cole
Geology and Geophysics

shineng hu
Geology and Geophysics

The George Gaylord Simpson Prize was estab-
lished in 1984 in honor of Professor Simpson 
and is awarded to graduate students and re-
cent Ph.D. recipients for an exceptional paper 
concerning evolution and the fossil record.

paul linden-retek
Political Science

“The Time of Law: Europe’s Crisis and the 
Future of Post-National Constitutionalism”

Drawing on continental political thought, Ameri-
can legal theory, and European jurisprudence, 
Paul’s dissertation responds to the faltering demo-
cratic integrity of the European Union. Reducible 
to neither free economic exchange nor the protec-
tion of basic rights nor an enlarged sovereignty, 
Paul’s hope for reviving post-national political 
community asserts instead the central role of 
narrative interpretation—an innovative view of 
political and legal judgment that expresses com-
mitment to a past, while holding the self-open to 
reconsideration into the future.

The John Spangler Nicholas (Ph.D. 1921) 
Prize was established in 1972 by bequest of 
Helen Brown Nicholas in memory of her hus-
band. The prize is awarded annually to out-
standing doctoral candidates in experimental 
zoology.

katherine mertes
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

“Disentangling Scale-Dependence in 
Ecological Niches using Observations and 
Movement Data”

Katherine Mertes’ thesis combined dedicated field 
work in East Africa with the latest remote sensing 
and animal tracking technologies and applied in-
novative modelling to address a range of questions 
about the effects of spatial scale on the drivers of 
species distribution and abundance.

elizabeth (molly) scott
Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology

“Cell Biology of the Lyme Disease 
Bacterium, Borrelia Burgdorferi”

Molly Scott studied the basic mechanisms that 
control growth, genome replication, and cell 
division in the Lyme disease bacterium, Borrelia 



victoria mccoy
Geology and Geophysics

“The ‘Tully Monster’ is a Vertebrate”

The Tully Monster is an enigmatic Carboniferous 
fossil organism that has stumped researchers for 
over fifty years. Due to a combination of unusual 
morphological features, including a long anterior 
proboscis and eyes on a rigid horizontal bar, it 
was never successfully assigned to a phylum. We 
reassessed the morphology of the Tully Monster 
by carefully analyzing almost 2,000 specimens in 
the collections of the Field Museum of Natural 
History, and identified diagnostic features such as 
w-shaped muscle blocks and a notochord, which 
indicate that the Tully Monster was a chordate. 
Moreover, a phylogenetic analysis based on our 
new morphological dataset placed the Tully Mon-
ster within the chordates as a vertebrate. This new 
analysis resolves the identity of one of the most 
famous problematic fossils.

The Carolyn Slayman Prize in Genetics rec-
ognizes the remarkable achievements of our 
best students in the Department of Genetics, 
based on their body of work, the impact of 
their findings in the field of Genetics and 
their commitment to the Genetics Graduate 
Program and graduate education at Yale.

carolyn w. slayman, ph.d.
An outstanding teacher and scientist, she be-
came a member of the Department of Human 
Genetics when it was established in 1972, and 
the first woman to become department chair 
at the Yale School of Medicine, leading the 
Department of Human Genetics in 1984.

christine roden
Genetics

“Novel Determinants of Primary miRNA 
Processing”

This prize is awarded for Christine’s outstanding 
work in the area of microRNA and cancer. Mi-

croRNAs are small noncoding RNAs that play 
important roles in biology. This work defines new 
principles governing the processing of primary 
microRNAs, reveals additional modes of mo-
lecular regulation based on these principles and 
identifies human genetic alterations that impact 
the processing of an important tumor-suppressive 
microRNA.

The Edwin W. Small Prize was established in 
memory of Edwin W. Small (B.A. 1930, M.A. 
1934) and is awarded in recognition and fur-
therance of outstanding work in the field of 
American history.

wendell nii laryea adjetey
History and African American Studies

“From the North Star to the Black Star: 
African North Americans and the Search 
for a Land of Promise, 1919–1984”

This dissertation uncovers a robust cross-border 
African-descended community in the northern 
U.S. and southern Canada in the mid-twentieth 
century, a formation whose politics, ideas, and as-
pirations were shaped by the contingencies of mi-
gration (both northward and southward), and by 
the distinctive political traditions of the U.S. and 
Commonwealth contexts. This compelling social 
and political portrait is a major contribution to 
the rich scholarship on the African Diaspora.

max fraser
History

“The Hillbilly Highway: A Social History 
of Transappalacia, 1918–1972”

Hillbilly Highway is a brilliant, original, and 
compelling work of research and writing that 
is sure to leave a lasting mark on the history of 
labor, class, race, region, and culture in modern 
America. Brilliant and eloquent.



she helped create by allowing him to devote more 
time to his job, because if she does not so share she 
need not agree to divorce. In the no-fault case, the 
husband can gain from the wife’s working at home, 
while her lack of outside work experience leaves her 
with a diminished earning capacity. One might 
expect that women would anticipate this possibil-
ity, so that no-fault divorce laws would drive them 
to marry their near equals in career prospects. By 
careful empirical work, Ana Reynoso has substan-
tiated this conjecture. The effect of the change in 
divorce laws has been to increase what she terms 
positive sorting in marriage—there is increased 
correlation between the economic and educational 
status of husband and wife.

The Karl K. Turekian Prize is awarded for 
excellence in geochemical or cosmochemical 
studies.

terry tang
Geology and Geophysics

The 21st Century Prize is given to a graduate 
whose distinguished dissertation in Sociology 
contributes to public policy or the public 
interest.

yingyao wang
Sociology

“The Gradual Revolution: Economic  
Ideas, Organizational Trajectories and 
Policy Elites in Contemporary China 
(1979–2014)”

Yingyao Wang’s thesis concerned the political and 
institutional origins of China’s economic liberal-
ization in recent decades. Yingyao’s painstaking 
research on networks, trajectories and organiza-
tional hierarchies indicated the role of high rank-
ing, but still second tier, bureaucrats in the shift 
towards a form of statist capitalism. This finding 
contrasts starkly with the usual one in which 
highly visible political leaders who are household 
names are the focus of explanation.

The Marvin B. Sussman Dissertation Prize 
is an endowment created in 1993 by Marvin 
B. Sussman (Ph.D., 1951, Yale). The prize 
has been offered annually since 1994, and 
is awarded to the graduate student whose 
dissertation, completed within the previous 
two academic years, is judged to be the most 
outstanding.

shai dromi
Sociology

“The Religious Origins of Transnational 
Relief: Calvinism, Humanitarianism, and 
the Genesis of Social Fields”

Shai Dromi’s thesis made use of archival research 
to document the religious origins of the Interna-
tional Red Cross in Geneva. Drawing on the Yale 
Strong Program in Cultural Sociology as well as 
on theorists generally seen as competing with that 
paradigm, he tells a story in which sacred beliefs 
spurred the later emergence of multiple secular 
fields associated with global humanitarianism.

The George Trimis Prize was established in 
May 2003 in memory of a doctoral student 
in Economics who succumbed to cancer. In 
recognition of the extraordinary example that 
Trimis set, the prize is awarded to students 
whose dissertations demonstrate exceptional 
and distinguished achievement.

ana reynoso
Economics

“Essays on the Impact of Policy on 
Marriage Markets”

Divorce laws in the United States began to change 
in 1970 when California replaced its mutual con-
sent law with a no-fault law according to which 
one side can obtain divorce unilaterally. The other 
states made similar legal changes over the next 15 
years. The legal change had a perhaps unanticipat-
ed impact on the nature of marriage. In the world 
with mutual consent laws, the stay-at-home wife 
shares in the husband’s increased earning potential 



The Richard Wolfgang Prize was established 
in 1971 in memory of Richard Leopold 
Wolfgang, M.A. Hon. 1962, and member of 
the faculty from 1956 to 1971. It is awarded 
each year for the best doctoral theses of 
graduating chemistry students.

michael pegis
Chemistry

“Using Thermodynamics and Mechanism 
to Understand and Improve Dioxygen Re-
duction Electro- and Photoelectrocatalysts”

Michael Pegis developed new catalysts for the 
electrochemical oxygen reduction reaction. This 
process is the critical bottleneck in the develop-
ment of fuel cell technologies—for transportation 
and many other applications. This is desirable as 
fuel cells combined with electric motors are sub-
stantially more efficient than combustion engines.

liam sharninghausen
Chemistry

“Transition Metal Complexes for Glycerol 
Dehydrogenation and Study of Water 
Oxidation Catalysis”

In this thesis, Liam Sharninghausen describes a 
series of high impact results relating both to co-
ordination chemistry and catalysis. For example, 
glycerol is a by-product of biodiesel production and 
the catalytic system developed by Sharninghausen 
is shown to give good conversion of even the crude 
glycerol fraction from biodiesel production.

mingshuo zeng
Chemistry

“Development of Methods for Anti-Mar-
kovnikov Functionalization of Terminal 
Alkynes and Enantioselective and Modular 
Synthesis of Pleuromutilins”

Mingshuo’s thesis research focused on the develop-
ment of metal-catalyzed synthetic methods and 
total synthesis. For example, on the design and 
application of novel ruthenium-based catalysts to 
convert terminal alkynes to linear alcohols. This 

is a problem at the “Holy Grail” level of goals for 
catalytic organic synthesis.

The Arthur and Mary Wright Prize is award-
ed upon the recommendation of the History 
Department for the outstanding dissertation 
or dissertations in the field of history outside 
the United States or Europe.

andra chastain
History

“Vehicle of Progress: The Santiago Metro, 
Technopolitics, and State Formation in 
Chile, 1965–1989”

A first-rate thesis that will be an original con-
tribution to multiple fields. Based on meticulous 
archival research and oral histories, Vehicle of 
Progress is a distinguished dissertation.

cindy ewing
History

“The Asian Unity Project: Human Rights, 
Third World Solidarity, and the United 
Nations, 1945–1955”

Based on a stunning array of archival sources, 
this is an originally conceived, remarkably well-
thought through, well-written dissertation. A 
pathbreaking contribution conceptually and 
empirically.

faizah zakaria
History

“Sacral Ecologies of the North Sumatran 
Highlands: An Environmental History of 
Conversions, c. 1800–1928”

A very rich dissertation deeply ensconced in its 
primary sources, it is a remarkably innovative 
story of the relationship between religious belief 
and ecological conditions. This thesis will estab-
lish Faizah Zakaria as an important historian of 
the environment and of Southeast Asia. A mas-
terful dissertation.



University Awards

The Theron Rockwell Field Prize was estab-
lished in 1957 by Emilia R. Field in memory 
of her husband, Theron Rockwell Field,  
Ph.B. 1889. It is awarded for poetic, literary, 
or religious works by any students enrolled 
in the University for a degree. This prize is 
awarded by the Office of the Secretary of  
Yale University.

tim altenhof
Architecture

“Breathing Space: The Architecture of 
Pneumatic Beings”

Broadening the scope of our understanding of 
the environmental history of architecture in the 
modern period, Altenhof skillfully argues that the 
main themes of modernist architecture developed 
in response to contemporary discourses on natural 
processes, not least the act of breathing.

julia lum
History of Art

“Art at the Meeting Places of Britain and 
Oceania, 1778–1848”

A pathbreaking examination of a formative 
but neglected historical moment in the contact 
between the British Empire and the lands and 
peoples of the Pacific, Lum powerfully asks how, 
in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth cen-
turies, “land” became (and refused to become) 

“landscape.”

The John Addison Porter Prize, named in 
honor of Professor John Addison Porter, B.A. 
1842, is awarded for a work of scholarship in 
any field where it is possible, through original 
effort, to gather and relate facts or principles, 
or both, and to present the results in such a 
literary form as to make the project of general 
human interest. This prize is awarded by the 
Office of the Secretary of Yale University.

alice baumgartner
History

“Abolition from the South: Mexico and the 
Road to the U.S. Civil War, 1821–1867”

Exhaustively researched and beautifully written, 
this groundbreaking dissertation tells the story of 
fugitive slaves who escaped to Mexico. In doing so, 
Baumgartner retells the story of the abolition of 
slavery in Mexico and the United States.

sayd randle
Forestry and Environmental Studies

“Replumbing the City: Water(s) and Space 
in Los Angeles”

Building from rich ethnographic work at several 
scales of analysis, Randle offers a comprehensive 
look at efforts to rethink and rework the water 
system in Los Angeles during an age of climate 
change and volatile shifts between periods of 
drought and deluge. In doing so, Randle offers 
significant contributions to multiple fields from 
the history of Los Angeles to environmental justice.

gabriel winant
History

“Crucible of Care: Economic Change  
and Inequality in Postwar Pittsburgh, 
1955–1995”

Through extensive archival research and oral 
history, Winant follows men and women from 
Pittsburgh’s steel factories into the burgeoning 
health care industry. In doing so, he offers major 
contributions to the study of the postindustrial 
U.S. economy, the political evolution of liberalism 
and conservatism, the feminization of work and 
healthcare, and the class-stratified society that 
followed the mid-century age of affluence.



Public Service Awards

The Graduate School Community Service 
Award honors a graduate student’s volunteer 
work in the local community while enrolled 
at Yale.

robert fernandez
Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry

Rob is a MB&B graduate student involved in 
several Yale STEM professional development and 
outreach programs to help undergraduates and 
graduate students in the Yale community. He has 
been an instructor and graduate coordinator for 
the Science, Technology, and Research Scholars 
(STARS) Program, graduate student representa-
tive on the MB&B Committee on Climate and 
Diversity, one of the founders of the BBSB Men-
torship program, and co-Coordinator of the Busi-
ness of Biotech Lecture Series sponsored by the 
Office of Cooperative Research. Rob is extremely 
passionate about increasing diversity in STEM 
and helping minority scientists succeed, which in-
spired him to create Científico Latino, a platform 
that provides resources to STEM undergraduates 
and graduate students. 

The Disciplinary Outreach Service Award 
recognizes a student who has applied  
specific knowledge of his or her own field  
in performing voluntary service within the 
local community.

stefan krastanov
Physics

Stefan is one of the organizers behind Yale SWE’s 
Engineering Day outreach effort. He designs orig-
inal hands-on activities aiming to teach principles 
of Physics, Engineering, and Computer Science. 
With the main goals of demystifying and empow-
ering, the materials for these activities have been 
made readily available for teachers, parents, and 
the students themselves to try at home.

The Public Scholar Award recognizes research 
and activism pursued by a Yale graduate 
student that engages and betters the world 
at large.

yufang gao
Forestry & Environmental Studies  
and Anthropology

Gao is committed to interdisciplinary wildlife 
conservation research and practice. His ongo-
ing projects include global illegal wildlife trade 
and human-wildlife coexistence on the Tibetan 
Plateau. His studies have been published in high-
impact journals, received awards in academic 
conferences, and covered by top U.S. and Chinese 
media outlets. He has been invited to speak at 
numerous events organized by the United Nations, 
international non-governmental organizations, 
and government agencies. His studies on the Chi-
na-Africa elephant ivory trade have contributed to 
the global efforts to protect African elephants.



alice baumgartner
History
2016–2017

kavita mistry
Cellular and Molecular Physiology
2017–2018

marissa moore
Music
2018–2019

julie park
Cell Biology
2015–2016

tomoaki sasaki
Pharmacology
2015–2016

liam sharninghausen
Chemistry
2014–2015

julie sinclair
Chemistry
2015–2016

andrina tran
History
2018–2019

Graduating Winners of Prize Teaching Fellowships



This year, for the twentieth time, the  
Graduate School honors faculty members  
at Convocation for their exemplary qualities 
as mentors. Many dissertation advisors were 
nominated, and the honorees were chosen  
by a committee of students and faculty. All 
letters of nomination were anonymous.

In the Humanities

crystal feimster
Associate Professor of African American Studies, 
History, and American Studies

“Teaching for Professor Feimster was one of 
the most rewarding experiences of my gradu-
ate career thus far and has given me lasting 
tools that I will continue to turn to as a 
teacher. Professor Feimster has helped me to 
shape my intellectual questions, to pay atten-
tion to my strengths and challenges, and to 
see the work I am doing as a graduate student 
as part of a cumulative advancement towards 
a scholarly career.”

“Dr. Feimster is an inspirational example of 
teaching as a bridge between scholarship and 
social advocacy. During this political mo-
ment, as students look for a pathway towards 
becoming more politically engaged, Dr. Feim-
ster offers them a vocabulary and historical 
framework for understanding their roles in 
the history of movements for social change. I 
watched as students in her course learned to 
speak with greater confidence and fluency on 
issues of race, gender and social activism.”

“As a young woman of color, Professor Feim-
ster has been an invaluable role model. I 
know I can always turn to her for advice 
on how to handle the unique challenges I 
face with the grace, dignity, and humor she 
continuously embodies. I admire and seek to 
emulate her efforts to make scholarship on 
black women legible and accessible to people 
within and outside the academy.”

Graduate Mentor Awards

In the Natural Sciences

valentina greco
Associate Professor of Genetics, Dermatology, and 
Cell Biology

“Having Valentina as a mentor, role model, 
and friend, has made me a stronger scientist 
and a better woman. She has always seen all 
of us as unique individuals, and that makes 
all the difference. Her recognition of our 
individuality, as well as her amazing efforts 
to support us professionally and personally, 
have made my PhD journey very productive, 
but more importantly to me, it has also made 
my journey happy.”

“Valentina is an exemplary mentor in count-
less ways. In class, she fosters an environment 
where everyone feels comfortable to come to 
terms with any personal areas of presenta-
tion skills needing improvement. She then 
guides each of us uniquely in order to carry 
out these improvements. Additionally, she 
often follows these relationships throughout 
our graduate careers by attending Research 
in Progress talks and giving advice to help us 
further improve our presentation skills. By 
organizing this class, she also encourages us 
to work closely with other genetics faculty 
to prepare for our presentations on scientific 
papers.”

“The only negative thing I will take away from 
having Valentina as my mentor is that I will 
be forever spoiled, as I don’t think it is pos-
sible for me to ever have another mentor as 
incredible as she is.”



In the Social Sciences

claire bowern
Professor of Linguistics

“It’s fair to say that Claire is the heart of our de-
partment. Despite being the most “famous pro-
fessor” in linguistics and an incredibly productive 
researcher, she sustains a quantity of advising 
and mentorship far beyond anyone else I have 
seen at Yale.”

“Claire has emerged as a leader in the field: ad-
vocating on issues like maximizing inclusion 
of underrepresented groups, the elaboration of 
codes of responsible conduct, and working on the 
field’s acknowledgement of community linguists. 
All of these have had transformative effects on the 
field of Linguistics.”

“Through work in her lab, I’ve learned new ap-
proaches and been part of projects that have 
made me a better scholar and a more competitive 
applicant for the academic market. Throughout 
my time at Yale she has read drafts of everything 
from papers to grant applications and helped me 
to hone my arguments and clarify my thinking at 
each step along the path toward my degree.”





the shield of the graduate school of arts and sciences

The design for the Graduate School shield was drawn by Yale art professor 
Theodore Sizer and approved by the University. Four themes are symbolized in  
the arms of the School. The background of the “chief ” (the place of honor) is  
Yale blue, with Roman numerals in white representing 1847, the year of the 
founding of the Department of Philosophy and the Arts, the earliest formal 
organization for graduate study at Yale and, in fact, in the entire United States. 
Below, on a white background, is a black Y-shaped device representing the 
“pallium,” a garment worn by philosophers in ancient Rome, and frequently  
used as a symbol for Yale. The three red crosses are derived from the arms of 
Bishop George Berkeley, who established in 1732 an endowment for Yale College 
graduates “reading for the second degree.” These were the first scholarships 
exclusively for graduate study at Yale.

the mace of the graduate school of arts and sciences

The mace is carried at the head of ceremonial processions by the School’s marshal 
and displayed at such events as the annual Matriculation ceremony, awards 
Convocation, and Commencement.

The shaft of the mace is turned red mahogany. Inset near the top of the shaft on 
two sides is the shield of the Graduate School, rendered in cloisonné-enameled 
metal. For description of the shield, see above. The shaft is topped by a disk of 
grained red and black macasser ebony, on which sits a large, faceted crystal orb, 
the chief design element of the mace. The orb symbolizes several characteristics of 
advanced study in the arts and sciences. The global shape suggests the ambition 
of advanced study to be comprehensive in its inquiry. The transparent clarity of 
the fine Austrian lead crystal of which the orb is made alludes to the motto of Yale 
University, Lux et Veritas, and to the enlightenment that scholars seek in their 
research and teaching. Finally, the many facets of the orb symbolize the complexity 
of advanced learning in the arts and sciences and the importance of approaching 
its subjects from many intellectual directions.

In addition to the large ceremonial school mace described above, there are four 
smaller maces that are carried by faculty and staff marshals. These marshals’ 
batons each have a similarly turned shaft of mahogany. At their tops is a single 
enameled shield.


